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Showing the Flag in the North-West

With Akbar's return to Fatehpur-Sikri, the Empire entered what
may be called the era of Todar Mai. This talented man of com-
paratively low origin rose to occupy the highest office in the
empire by virtue of what Abul Fazl calls his "incomparable cour-
age, administrative skill and freedom from avarice/* The first and
only Hindu to become Prime Minister (Vakil) under any Mughal
ruler, Todar Mai came to symbolize the socio-religious priorities
Akbar laid stress on* The Emperor's one all-consuming ambition
was to solder Hindustan into a unity transcending race, religion
and riches.
Todar Mai was the son of a poor peasant of the village of
Laharpur in Oudh; he was charged with the task of breaking time-
honoured barriers, and thus strengthen the foundations of an empire
such as Rome had barely compassed. Having risen from the ranks
(he started his life as a petty clerk in the office of the local representa-
tive of the Diwan), he was well aware of the hazards he bad to
contend with. Vested interests were the biggest of them all, and
therefore it was not surprising that he soon acquired the dubious
distinction of being the most-hated wazir since Bairam Khan. Even
the otherwise large-hearted Abul Fazl accused him of bigotry and
hauteur and alleged that not unoften was he motivated by consi-
derations other than the good of the common man. But Akbar
stood firmly behind his protege, and never doubted the intentions
of his first Minister. And, it needs to be stressed in fairness to the
Raja that he served his master till the end of his days with the